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WORK SAMPLE PORTFOLIOS

These work sample portfolios have been designed to illustrate satisfactory achievement in the relevant aspects of the 

achievement standard.

The December 2011 work sample portfolios are a resource to support planning and implementation of the Foundation to 

Year 10 Australian Curriculum in English, Mathematics, Science and History during 2012. They comprise collections of 

different students’ work annotated to highlight evidence of student learning of different aspects of the achievement standard.

The work samples vary in terms of how much time was available to complete the task or the degree of scaffolding 

provided by the teacher. 

There is no pre-determined number of samples required in a portfolio nor are the work samples sequenced in any 

particular order. These initial work sample portfolios do not constitute a complete set of work samples - they provide 

evidence of most (but not necessarily all) aspects of the achievement standard. 

As the Australian Curriculum in English, Mathematics, Science and History is implemented by schools in 2012, the 

work sample portfolios will be reviewed and enhanced by drawing on classroom practice and will reflect a  more 

systematic collection of evidence from teaching and learning programs. 

THIS PORTFOLIO – YEAR 7 ENGLISH

This portfolio comprises a number of work samples drawn from a range of assessment tasks, namely: 

Sample 1 	 Response to film – Matilda 
Sample 2 	 Reflective speech – An inspirational person

Sample 3 	 Argumentative text – Money 

Sample 4 	 Persuasive letter in response to literature – Poetry

Sample 5	 Response to literature – Black Snake
Sample 6 	 Descriptive Poem – Fishing 

Sample 7 	 Persuasive text – Election speech

This portfolio of student work shows an understanding of a range of types of texts including film, biography, poetry and 

literary and non-literary texts. The samples demonstrate how to create structured and coherent texts for a range of purposes, 

audiences and contexts. The coherent and well structured persuasive texts link to personal knowledge and demonstrate 

analysis and a strong personal voice (WS1, WS2, WS3, WS4, WS5), a balanced discussion of a contemporary topic 

demonstrates a clear line of argument and control of language features (WS3), poetry conveys personal sentiments in 

concise, simple yet powerful ways (WS6) and a presentation demonstrates clarity and control of language (WS7).

Year 7 English - Student Portfolio Summary
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The texts employ humour, description and a range of language features and show control over, and willingness to 

experiment with, paragraphing, syntax, punctuation and spelling. The texts employ text structures and language 

features such as sentence structure and paragraphing that contribute to internal coherence. They show understanding 

of grammar, some specialist vocabulary and punctuation. 

The following aspects of the achievement standard are not evident in this portfolio: 

•	 listen for and explain different perspectives in texts
•	 contribute actively to class and group discussions, using language features to engage the audience. 

Year 7 English - Student Portfolio Summary
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Year 7 English - Work sample 1

Work sample 1:  
Response to film – Matilda

Relevant parts of the achievement standard

Receptive modes (listening, reading and viewing)

By the end of Year 7, students understand how text structures can influence the complexity of a text and 
are dependent on audience, purpose and context. They demonstrate understanding of how the choice of 
language features, images and vocabulary affects meaning. 

Students explain issues and ideas from a variety of sources, analysing supporting evidence and implied 
meaning. They select specific details from texts to develop their own response, recognising that texts reflect 
different viewpoints. They listen for and explain different perspectives in texts.

Productive modes (speaking, writing and creating) 

Students understand how the selection of a variety of language features can influence an audience. They 
understand how to draw on personal knowledge, textual analysis and other sources to express or challenge 
a point of view. They create texts showing how language features and images from other texts can be 
combined for effect. 

Students create structured and coherent texts for a range of purposes and audiences. They make 
presentations and contribute actively to class and group discussions, using language features to engage the 
audience. When creating and editing texts they demonstrate understanding of grammar, use a variety of more 
specialised vocabulary, accurate spelling and punctuation.

Summary of task

Students were asked to write an essay under supervised conditions in response to the following question:

What techniques has the director of the film Matilda used to let the viewer know Miss Honey is a ‘goodie’ and Ms 

Trunchbull is a ‘baddie’?

Students were able to use notes and were also provided with scaffolding guidelines about essay structure and content 

including theme, main characters and film techniques.
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Year 7 English - Work sample 1

Annotations

Establishes a personal response to the 
text.

Uses a clear structure, providing an 
introduction, body and conclusion.

Uses evaluative language to introduce 
and describe a main character for 
example language used to introduce and 
describe Miss Honey compared with the 
language used to describe Ms Trunchbull.

Uses evidence from the text that 
demonstrates how choices of images 
influence audience response.

Uses specialised language appropriate 
to a film review, for example ‘techniques’, 
‘soft lighting’.

Identifies and explains film techniques 
used to represent character, adding detail 
from the text to support the interpretation.

Work sample 1:  
Response to film – Matilda
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Acknowledgment: 
ACARA acknowledges the contribution of the trial school teachers and students for providing the tasks and work samples. The annotations are referenced to the 
Australian Curriculum achievement standards.

Year 7 English - Work sample 1

Work sample 1:  
Response to film – Matilda

Annotations

Demonstrates evidence of editing for 
effect.

Uses comparison of visual elements 
provided by the costumes of characters to 
reinforce the point being made about the 
main characters.

Writes expanded sentence structure 
accurately including some with embedded 
clauses, for example ‘The reason it is 
obvious that Ms Trunchbull is the ‘baddie’ 
is because of the techniques the director 
has used’.

Creates cohesion through the use of topic 
sentences to signal the focus of each 
paragraph.

Maintains a consistent line of argument 
supported by relevant textual detail, for 
example plot and technical elements such 
as lighting and camera angles.

Expresses and justifies own opinion.

Conclusion reinforces a consistent line of 
argument.
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Work sample 2:  
Reflective speech – An inspirational person

Relevant parts of the achievement standard

Receptive modes (listening, reading and viewing)

By the end of Year 7, students understand how text structures can influence the complexity of a text and 
are dependent on audience, purpose and context. They demonstrate understanding of how the choice of 
language features, images and vocabulary affects meaning. 

Students explain issues and ideas from a variety of sources, analysing supporting evidence and implied 
meaning. They select specific details from texts to develop their own response, recognising that texts reflect 
different viewpoints. They listen for and explain different perspectives in texts.

Productive modes (speaking, writing and creating) 

Students understand how the selection of a variety of language features can influence an audience. They 
understand how to draw on personal knowledge, textual analysis and other sources to express or challenge 
a point of view. They create texts showing how language features and images from other texts can be 
combined for effect. 

Students create structured and coherent texts for a range of purposes and audiences. They make 
presentations and contribute actively to class and group discussions, using language features to engage the 
audience. When creating and editing texts they demonstrate understanding of grammar, use a variety of more 
specialised vocabulary, accurate spelling and punctuation.

Summary of task

Students were asked to choose an Australian person who has inspired them and write a reflective speech for a youth 

forum of 11 – 13 year olds. 

The teacher provided feedback on the original draft and students had full access to computers throughout the drafting 

and publishing process.

Year 7 English - Work sample 2
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Annotations
Speaks directly to the audience and the 
topic.

Engages the audience through the 
simplicity of the language combined with 
a strong personal connection with the 
topic.

Varies sentence structure and 
punctuation for effect.

Varies structure of the speech for effect. 

Uses quotation marks effectively.

Highlights terms designed to engage the 
listener, for example ‘not easy’, ‘all’.

Develops an effective conversational 
tone.

Work sample 2:  
Reflective speech – An inspirational person

Year 7 English - Work sample 2
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Acknowledgment: 
ACARA acknowledges the contribution of the trial school teachers and students for providing the tasks and work samples. The annotations are referenced to the 
Australian Curriculum achievement standards.

Annotations

Uses specialised language.

Uses complex sentences and embedded 
clauses to add information, for example 
‘and now he knows’.

Provides a conclusion that restates the 
introduction and provides coherence.

Work sample 2:  
Reflective speech – An inspirational person

Year 7 English - Work sample 2

Annotations (Overview)
This work sample demonstrates understanding of the conventions of speech making. The student uses language simply and 
develops an engaging manner of address. Punctuation, sentence structures and text structures are varied for effect.
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Work sample 3:  
Argumentative text – Money

Relevant parts of the achievement standard

Receptive modes (listening, reading and viewing)

By the end of Year 7, students understand how text structures can influence the complexity of a text and 
are dependent on audience, purpose and context. They demonstrate understanding of how the choice of 
language features, images and vocabulary affects meaning. 

Students explain issues and ideas from a variety of sources, analysing supporting evidence and implied 
meaning. They select specific details from texts to develop their own response, recognising that texts reflect 
different viewpoints. They listen for and explain different perspectives in texts.

Productive modes (speaking, writing and creating) 

Students understand how the selection of a variety of language features can influence an audience. They 
understand how to draw on personal knowledge, textual analysis and other sources to express or challenge 
a point of view. They create texts showing how language features and images from other texts can be 
combined for effect. 

Students create structured and coherent texts for a range of purposes and audiences. They make 
presentations and contribute actively to class and group discussions, using language features to engage the 
audience. When creating and editing texts they demonstrate understanding of grammar, use a variety of more 
specialised vocabulary, accurate spelling and punctuation.

Summary of task

Students were provided with a range of stimulus material and asked to write an argumentative essay on the topic of 

‘Too much money is being spent on games and toys’.

Students were provided with guidelines for writing an argumentative essay and model.

Year 7 English - Work sample 3
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Annotations
Expresses a clear and direct personal 
viewpoint, for example achieving 
emphasis through the use of adverbs.

Uses paragraph openers to structure 
the argument, for example ‘Firstly’, ‘My 
second reason’, ‘Finally’.

Provides supporting examples to 
reinforce point of view, for example 
the use of cause and effect in complex 
sentences. 

Uses vocabulary to persuade, for 
example ‘self-restraint’, ‘begging and 
pleading’, ‘impulsively buying’ and 
‘unexpected life costs’.

Repeats main contention to ensure a 
consistent line of argument.

Work sample 3:  
Argumentative text – Money

Year 7 English - Work sample 3
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Acknowledgment: 
ACARA acknowledges the contribution of SA for providing the tasks and work samples. The annotations are referenced to the Australian Curriculum achievement 
standards.

Annotations

Uses connectives to progress the 
argument at beginning of paragraphs.

Provides a concise conclusion by re-
stating the main contention.

Work sample 3:  
Argumentative text – Money

Year 7 English - Work sample 3
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Work sample 4:  
Persuasive letter in response to literature – Poetry

Relevant parts of the achievement standard

Receptive modes (listening, reading and viewing)

By the end of Year 7, students understand how text structures can influence the complexity of a text and 
are dependent on audience, purpose and context. They demonstrate understanding of how the choice of 
language features, images and vocabulary affects meaning. 

Students explain issues and ideas from a variety of sources, analysing supporting evidence and implied 
meaning. They select specific details from texts to develop their own response, recognising that texts reflect 
different viewpoints. They listen for and explain different perspectives in texts.

Productive modes (speaking, writing and creating) 

Students understand how the selection of a variety of language features can influence an audience. They 
understand how to draw on personal knowledge, textual analysis and other sources to express or challenge 
a point of view. They create texts showing how language features and images from other texts can be 
combined for effect. 

Students create structured and coherent texts for a range of purposes and audiences. They make 
presentations and contribute actively to class and group discussions, using language features to engage the 
audience. When creating and editing texts they demonstrate understanding of grammar, use a variety of more 
specialised vocabulary, accurate spelling and punctuation.

Summary of task

Students were asked to write a letter to Poetry Central, persuading them to list a poem in the top ten Australian 

Poetry List. The task was completed in class time with no teacher input. Students were reminded to include the 

following aspects:

•	 meaning, mood, poetic techniques and literary devices

•	 letter writing and techniques of persuasion. 

Year 7 English - Work sample 4
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Year 7 English - Work sample 4

Work sample 4:  
Persuasive letter in response to literature – Poetry

Annotations

Demonstrates understanding of audience 
and purpose.

Addresses the audience directly. 

Establishes a conversational tone as the 
strength of the poem is discussed.

Uses language to influence opinions, for 
example ‘real Australian touch’.

Establishes a clear structure for the 
discussion, for example through the use 
of connectives to link each paragraph.

Uses evidence from the text to support a 
point of view.

Uses specialised language and integrates 
discussion of the poetic techniques used 
in the poem.
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Annotations (Overview)
This piece is informal in tone but formal in structure. There is a strong sense of the person who is writing and an immediate sense of engagement with the text.

Year 7 English - Work sample 4

Work sample 4:  
Persuasive letter in response to literature – Poetry

Annotations

Describes personal response to the 
poem.

Uses a variety of simple, compound and 
complex sentences for effect.

Concludes the argument, repeating the 
main contention to achieve coherence.
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Year 7 English - Work sample 5

Work sample 5:  
Response to literature – Black Snake

Relevant parts of the achievement standard

Receptive modes (listening, reading and viewing)

By the end of Year 7, students understand how text structures can influence the complexity of a text and 
are dependent on audience, purpose and context. They demonstrate understanding of how the choice of 
language features, images and vocabulary affects meaning. 

Students explain issues and ideas from a variety of sources, analysing supporting evidence and implied 
meaning. They select specific details from texts to develop their own response, recognising that texts reflect 
different viewpoints. They listen for and explain different perspectives in texts.

Productive modes (speaking, writing and creating) 

Students understand how the selection of a variety of language features can influence an audience. They 
understand how to draw on personal knowledge, textual analysis and other sources to express or challenge 
a point of view. They create texts showing how language features and images from other texts can be 
combined for effect. 

Students create structured and coherent texts for a range of purposes and audiences. They make 
presentations and contribute actively to class and group discussions, using language features to engage the 
audience. When creating and editing texts they demonstrate understanding of grammar, use a variety of more 
specialised vocabulary, accurate spelling and punctuation.

Summary of task

Students were asked to compete the following activities in preparation for the task:

•	 read Carole Wilkinson’s Black Snake. 

•	 discuss the various ways Ned Kelly is represented through the novel and complete a character profile of him.

•	 �dompare various representations of Ned Kelly from imaginative and historical texts and identify the representation 

of Ned Kelly in each source.

Students were then asked to write a response to the question:

 ‘Was Ned Kelly a villain? Support your opinion with evidence.’ 

This task was completed under supervised conditions and students were given 40 minutes.
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Year 7 English - Work sample 5

Annotations

States both sides of the argument to 
guide the reader into the debate.

Attempts to present the complexity of the 
issue.

Uses a topic sentence to signal that one 
side of the argument is to be presented.

Uses vocabulary to persuade and 
develop character, for example ‘despite 
the evidence’ ‘ruthless bushranger’, 
‘downright villain’.

Uses detail from the text to support point 
of view.

Cites opposing view and challenges it.

Uses a variety of sentence structures 
including embedded clauses to contribute 
additional information. 

Work sample 5:  
Response to literature – Black Snake
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Year 7 English - Work sample 5

Annotations
Introduces alternative point of view. 

Uses evidence from the text to support 
and further develop point of view.

Work sample 5:  
Response to literature – Black Snake
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Year 7 English - Work sample 5

Acknowledgment: 
ACARA acknowledges the contribution of the trial school teachers and students for providing the tasks and work samples. The annotations are referenced to the 
Australian Curriculum achievement standards.

Annotations

Links ideas to the developing line of 
argument.

Comes to a position in relation to the 
topic.

Work sample 5:  
Response to literature – Black Snake

Annotations (Overview)
The work sample demonstrates understanding of the topic and develops a line of argument in relation to the topic. Evidence is 
used to support the discussion. 
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Work sample 6:  
Descriptive poem – Fishing 

Relevant part of the achievement standard

Receptive modes (listening, reading and viewing)

By the end of Year 7, students understand how text structures can influence the complexity of a text and 
are dependent on audience, purpose and context. They demonstrate understanding of how the choice of 
language features, images and vocabulary affects meaning. 

Students explain issues and ideas from a variety of sources, analysing supporting evidence and implied 
meaning. They select specific details from texts to develop their own response, recognising that texts reflect 
different viewpoints. They listen for and explain different perspectives in texts.

Productive modes (speaking, writing and creating) 

Students understand how the selection of a variety of language features can influence an audience. They 
understand how to draw on personal knowledge, textual analysis and other sources to express or challenge 
a point of view. They create texts showing how language features and images from other texts can be 
combined for effect. 

Students create structured and coherent texts for a range of purposes and audiences. They make 
presentations and contribute actively to class and group discussions, using language features to engage the 
audience. When creating and editing texts they demonstrate understanding of grammar, use a variety of more 
specialised vocabulary, accurate spelling and punctuation.

Summary of task

Students were asked to write a descriptive poem based on a personal experience using imagery and expressing a 

personal viewpoint. 

Year 7 English - Work sample 6
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Acknowledgment: 
ACARA acknowledges the contribution of the trial school teachers and students for providing the tasks and work samples. The annotations are referenced to the 
Australian Curriculum achievement standards.

Annotations

Understands how layers of meaning are 
developed through simple, immediate and 
economic use of language.

Evokes visual images through language.

Sustains present tense to create 
immediacy.

Uses metaphor of battle to describe 
engagement with the sport.

Expresses personal opinion to show 
passion for the sport.

Work sample 6:  
Descriptive poem – Fishing 

Year 7 English - Work sample 6

Fishing

Early morning

The sea is still

The water is cold and quiet

I feel the sea spray in my face

As I set my line in the deep blue space

The rod is bent

The line is running out

The big fish jumps and pulls hard

It’s a hard long battle

The fish has won
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Work sample 7:  
Persuasive Text – Election speech 

Relevant parts of the achievement standard

Receptive modes (listening, reading and viewing)

By the end of Year 7, students understand how text structures can influence the complexity of a text and 
are dependent on audience, purpose and context. They demonstrate understanding of how the choice of 
language features, images and vocabulary affects meaning.

Students explain issues and ideas from a variety of sources, analysing supporting evidence and implied 
meaning. They select specific details from texts to develop their own response, recognising that texts reflect 
different viewpoints. They listen for and explain different perspectives in texts.

Productive modes (speaking, writing and creating)

Students understand how the selection of a variety of language features can influence an audience. They 
understand how to draw on personal knowledge, textual analysis and other sources to express or challenge 
a point of view. They create texts showing how language features and images from other texts can be 
combined for effect.

Students create structured and coherent texts for a range of purposes and audiences. They make 
presentations and contribute actively to class and group discussions, using language features to engage the 
audience. When creating and editing texts they demonstrate understanding of grammar, use a variety of more 
specialised vocabulary, accurate spelling and punctuation.

Summary of task

Students were asked to make a one minute presentation to their peers explaining why they should be voted house 

captain. They were given time in class to work on their presentation and received feedback from the teacher and their 

peers in practice rehearsals. They completed the task over the course of a week.

Year 7 English - Work sample 7
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Annotations:

Acknowledgment:
ACARA acknowledges the contribution of the Department of Education and Child Development, South 
Australia for providing the tasks and work samples. The annotations are referenced to the Australian 
Curriculum achievement standards.

Year 7 English - Work sample 7

Work sample 7:  
Persuasive Text – Election speech

http://preview.play.viostream.com/?play=1a57a440-19bc-4a76-9fb9-fb5f67184722&setplay=no

