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Year 9 History - Student Portfolio Summary

WORK SAMPLE PORTFOLIOS

These work sample portfolios have been designed to illustrate satisfactory achievement in the relevant aspects of the 

achievement standard.

The December 2011 work sample portfolios are a resource to support planning and implementation of the Foundation to 

Year 10 Australian Curriculum in English, Mathematics, Science and History during 2012. They comprise collections of 

different students’ work annotated to highlight evidence of student learning of different aspects of the achievement standard.

The work samples vary in terms of how much time was available to complete the task or the degree of scaffolding 

provided by the teacher. 

There is no pre-determined number of samples required in a portfolio nor are the work samples sequenced in any 

particular order. These initial work sample portfolios do not constitute a complete set of work samples - they provide 

evidence of most (but not necessarily all) aspects of the achievement standard. 

As the Australian Curriculum in English, Mathematics, Science and History is implemented by schools in 2012, the 

work sample portfolios will be reviewed and enhanced by drawing on classroom practice and will reflect a  more 

systematic collection of evidence from teaching and learning programs. 

THIS PORTFOLIO – YEAR 9 HISTORY

This portfolio comprises a number of work samples drawn from a range of assessment tasks, namely: 

Sample 1	 Explanation – Why did the British establish a presence in NSW in 1788?

Sample 2	 Source analysis and discussion – Federation

Sample 3	 Report – The Industrial Revolution

Sample 4	 Explanation – Gallipoli landing and  the Anzac Legend

Sample 5	 Timeline – World War I and the Gallipoli campaign

This student has explained patterns of change and continuity over time in relation to the effect of Federation on 

Australia (WS2), and the Industrial Revolution (WS3), and provides some analysis of the causes and effects of 

the Gallipoli campaign in World War I (WS4). The student has also made reference to the motives and actions 

in the context of the British colonisation of Australia (WS1) and provides reasons for the significance of the 

Industrial Revolution (WS3) and World War I and the Anzac legend over the short and long term, including different 

interpretations of the past (WS4).

The student has sequenced events and developments in the Gallipoli campaign within the context of World War I 

and with reference to the period of Australia’s involvement (WS5). The student has also shown an ability to develop 

questions to frame their research into the Industrial Revolution and World War I (WS3, WS4) and has interpreted, 

processed, analysed and organised information from primary and secondary sources with comment on the usefulness 

of those sources (in particular WS2). The student has used evidence derived from sources to compare points of view 

(WS2, WS4) and to analyse origin and purpose (WS3). The portfolio of work shows the student’s ability to develop 

explanations and discussions, with reference to historical interpretations including their own, examples of evidence 

(WS2, WS4) and referencing of sources in their answers to questions (WS1).
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Work sample 1:  
Explanation – Why did the British establish a presence 
in NSW in 1788?

Relevant parts of the achievement standard

By the end of Year 9, students refer to key events and the actions of individuals and groups to explain 
patterns of change and continuity over time. They analyse the causes and effects of events and 
developments and make judgments about their importance. They explain the motives and actions of people 
at the time. Students explain the significance of these events and developments over the short and long term. 
They explain different interpretations of the past.

Students sequence events and developments within a chronological framework, with reference to periods of 
time and their duration. When researching, students develop different kinds of questions to frame an historical 
inquiry. They interpret, process, analyse and organise information from a range of primary and secondary 
sources and use it as evidence to answer inquiry questions. Students examine sources to compare different 
points of view. When evaluating these sources, they analyse origin and purpose, and draw conclusions about 
their usefulness. They develop their own interpretations about the past. Students develop texts, particularly 
explanations and discussions, incorporating historical interpretations. In developing these texts, and 
organising and presenting their conclusions, they use historical terms and concepts, evidence identified in 
sources, and they reference these sources.

Summary of task

The task followed teaching and learning activities on reading and interpreting documents relating to the settlement 

of Australia. Students were taught how to approach an essay topic and how to structure a history essay, including 

planning and presenting arguments with different points of view using evidence from documents.

The chosen essay topic was discussed with the class and notes on the board were used to help students develop their 

own plans for the essay. The draft of the essay was written in class and the final essay completed at home.

Three to four class sessions were devoted to this task.

Students were asked to write an essay using primary and secondary sources that discussed the reasons for the 

colonisation of Australia by Britain, framed as an inquiry question provided by the teacher.

Year 9 History - Work sample 1
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Acknowledgment: 
ACARA acknowledges the contribution Trial School teachers and students in providing the tasks and work samples. The annotations are referenced to the Australian 
Curriculum achievement standards.

Annotations

Refers to reasons (for example key 
events) related to the decision to 
transport British convicts to Australia.

Explains the motives and actions of 
people at the time.

Develops an explanation incorporating 
historical interpretations.

Uses evidence from historical sources to 
answer the inquiry question.

Presents their own interpretation of the 
past.

Year 9 History - Work sample 1

Work sample 1:  
Explanation – Why did the British establish a presence 
in NSW in 1788?

Annotations (Overview)
This work sample demonstrates the processing of information from a range of primary and secondary sources, and includes 
historical terms (for example ‘convicts’, ‘British navy’, ‘hulks’) and concepts.
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Year 9 History - Work sample 2

Work sample 2:  
Source analysis and discussion – Federation

Relevant parts of the achievement standard

By the end of Year 9, students refer to key events and the actions of individuals and groups to explain 
patterns of change and continuity over time. They analyse the causes and effects of events and 
developments and make judgments about their importance. They explain the motives and actions of people 
at the time. Students explain the significance of these events and developments over the short and long term. 
They explain different interpretations of the past.

Students sequence events and developments within a chronological framework, with reference to periods of 
time and their duration. When researching, students develop different kinds of questions to frame an historical 
inquiry. They interpret, process, analyse and organise information from a range of primary and secondary 
sources and use it as evidence to answer inquiry questions. Students examine sources to compare different 
points of view. When evaluating these sources, they analyse origin and purpose, and draw conclusions about 
their usefulness. They develop their own interpretations about the past. Students develop texts, particularly 
explanations and discussions, incorporating historical interpretations. In developing these texts, and 
organising and presenting their conclusions, they use historical terms and concepts, evidence identified in 
sources, and they reference these sources.

Summary of task

Students undertook this task as part of their study of the depth study elective ‘Making a nation’. It is a summative task 

completed in class.

Students were asked to analyse sources (A to E) to answer questions 1 to 6 then to use information from their topic 

knowledge and the sources in a discussion about Federation.
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Work sample 2:  
Source analysis and discussion – Federation

Year 9 History - Work sample 2
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Work sample 2:  
Source analysis and discussion – Federation

Year 9 History - Work sample 2
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Annotations

Uses historical terms (e.g.‘re-enactment’, 
‘white Australia’, ‘constitution’) and 
concepts.

Analyses sources and draws conclusions 
about their usefulness for investigating 
federation.

Work sample 2:  
Source analysis and discussion – Federation

Year 9 History - Work sample 2
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Annotations
Interprets and analyses a range of 
primary and secondary sources.

Refers to key events and ideas to explain 
change.

Identifies patterns of continuity and 
change over time.

Develops a discussion incorporating 
information from historical sources.

Work sample 2:  
Source analysis and discussion – Federation

Year 9 History - Work sample 2
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Acknowledgment: 
ACARA acknowledges the contribution of the trial school teachers and students for providing the tasks and work samples. The annotations are referenced to the 
Australian Curriculum achievement standards.

Annotations

Examines sources to compare different 
points of view.

Work sample 2:  
Source analysis and discussion – Federation

Year 9 History - Work sample 2
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Work sample 3:  
Report – The Industrial Revolution

Relevant parts of the achievement standard

By the end of Year 9, students refer to key events and the actions of individuals and groups to explain 
patterns of change and continuity over time. They analyse the causes and effects of events and 
developments and make judgments about their importance. They explain the motives and actions of people 
at the time. Students explain the significance of these events and developments over the short and long term. 
They explain different interpretations of the past.

Students sequence events and developments within a chronological framework, with reference to periods of 
time and their duration. When researching, students develop different kinds of questions to frame an historical 
inquiry. They interpret, process, analyse and organise information from a range of primary and secondary 
sources and use it as evidence to answer inquiry questions. Students examine sources to compare different 
points of view. When evaluating these sources, they analyse origin and purpose, and draw conclusions about 
their usefulness. They develop their own interpretations about the past. Students develop texts, particularly 
explanations and discussions, incorporating historical interpretations. In developing these texts, and 
organising and presenting their conclusions, they use historical terms and concepts, evidence identified in 
sources, and they reference these sources.

Summary of task

Students learnt about the Industrial Revolution 1750-1914 and the key changes associated with this development by 

investigating primary sources from that period. 

Students were required to:

•	 develop inquiry questions to investigate the effects of the Industrial Revolution on families 

•	 locate and use a range of sources related to their inquiry questions

•	 construct a written explanation supported by historical evidence

•	 include a bibliography.

Students completed the task as an assignment. They had one week to investigate the topic and another week to write 

up their explanation.

Year 9 History - Work sample 3
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Annotations
Poses question to inform the inquiry.

Provides an overview of life before the 
Industrial Revolution as a basis for 
explaining change resulting from the 
revolution.

Uses some relevant terminology in an 
historical context such as Enclosure Acts, 
cottage industries.

Uses statistics as evidence to explain 
change over time and the significance of 
the Industrial Revolution.

Explains short term consequences of 
the Industrial Revolution for families and 
children.

Uses a primary source as evidence 
of living conditions in the Industrial 
Revolution.

Year 9 History - Work sample 3

Work sample 3:  
Report – The Industrial Revolution
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Annotations

Cites a primary source to explain the 
experiences of an individual. 

Compares different points of view 
regarding the effects of factory work on 
children’s health.

Provides an explanation for a particular 
point of view and draws a conclusion 
about the usefulness of the source taking 
into account origin and purpose.

Year 9 History - Work sample 3

Work sample 3:  
Report – The Industrial Revolution
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Year 9 History - Work sample 3

Work sample 3:  
Report – The Industrial Revolution

Annotations
Develops an interpretation about the past.

Refers to key events and the actions of 
individuals and groups to explain changes 
to working and living conditions. 

Identifies some long term effects of 
the Industrial Revolution, supported by 
evidence.

Explains patterns of continuity over 
time, that is the employer/employee 
relationship and type of work.

Includes a list of references used in the 
historical inquiry.

Uses information technologies to locate 
sources.

Annotations (Overview)
This work sample demonstrates use of the inquiry process and shows that the student has an understanding of the short 
and long term significance of the Industrial Revolution. The student explains change over time by analysing the impact of the 
Industrial Revolution on families and presents these understandings in a written report.

Acknowledgment
ACARA acknowledges the contribution of trial school teachers and students for providing the tasks and work samples. The annotations are referenced to the Australian 
Curriculum achievement standards.
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Year 9 History - Work sample 4

Work sample 4:  
Explanation – Gallipoli landing and the Anzac Legend

Relevant parts of the achievement standard

By the end of Year 9, students refer to key events and the actions of individuals and groups to explain 
patterns of change and continuity over time. They analyse the causes and effects of events and 
developments and make judgments about their importance. They explain the motives and actions of people 
at the time. Students explain the significance of these events and developments over the short and long term. 
They explain different interpretations of the past.

Students sequence events and developments within a chronological framework, with reference to periods of 
time and their duration. When researching, students develop different kinds of questions to frame an historical 
inquiry. They interpret, process, analyse and organise information from a range of primary and secondary 
sources and use it as evidence to answer inquiry questions. Students examine sources to compare different 
points of view. When evaluating these sources, they analyse origin and purpose, and draw conclusions about 
their usefulness. They develop their own interpretations about the past. Students develop texts, particularly 
explanations and discussions, incorporating historical interpretations. In developing these texts, and 
organising and presenting their conclusions, they use historical terms and concepts, evidence identified in 
sources, and they reference these sources.

Summary of task

Students were asked to investigate the Gallipoli campaign and the Anzac legend with a focus on its significance as 

part of their study of World War I (Depth Study 3). 

They were required to develop an explanation of the landing at Gallipoli and the Anzac legend that arose out of that 

campaign, with reference to:

•	 the reasons for the Gallipoli landing and the effects  – both immediate and over the longer term

•	 the different interpretations made by historians about the significance of the Anzac legend.

Students were asked to develop a series of specific questions to guide their research. They were then required to write 

their explanation under exam conditions with computer access.
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Year 9 History - Work sample 4

Work sample 4:  
Explanation – Gallipoli landing and the Anzac Legend

Annotations
Develops a set of inquiry questions to 
frame the inquiry.

 

Mentions some reasons for the landing at 
Gallipoli.

Analyses the effects of the war with 
reference to the short and long term, for 
example the ‘lost generations’.
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Acknowledgment
ACARA acknowledges the contribution of trial school teachers and students for providing the tasks and work samples. The annotations are referenced to the Australian 
Curriculum achievement standards.

Year 9 History - Work sample 4

Work sample 4:  
Explanation – Gallipoli landing and the Anzac Legend

Annotations

Describes interpretations about 
Australia’s involvement in the Gallipoli 
campaign, with some explanatory detail.

Explains the significance of Gallipoli from 
the Turkish perspective.
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Year 9 History - Work sample 5

Work sample 5:  
Timeline – World War 1 and the Gallipoli campaign 

Relevant parts of the achievement standard

By the end of Year 9, students refer to key events and the actions of individuals and groups to explain 
patterns of change and continuity over time. They analyse the causes and effects of events and 
developments and make judgments about their importance. They explain the motives and actions of people 
at the time. Students explain the significance of these events and developments over the short and long term. 
They explain different interpretations of the past.

Students sequence events and developments within a chronological framework, with reference to periods of 
time and their duration. When researching, students develop different kinds of questions to frame an historical 
inquiry. They interpret, process, analyse and organise information from a range of primary and secondary 
sources and use it as evidence to answer inquiry questions. Students examine sources to compare different 
points of view. When evaluating these sources, they analyse origin and purpose, and draw conclusions about 
their usefulness. They develop their own interpretations about the past. Students develop texts, particularly 
explanations and discussions, incorporating historical interpretations. In developing these texts, and 
organising and presenting their conclusions, they use historical terms and concepts, evidence identified in 
sources, and they reference these sources.

Summary of task

Students learnt about World War I and were provided with an overview of some of the key campaigns/episodes of the 

war through images. 

Students were asked to research one campaign or episode in the war and to: 

•	 place the campaign in the broader context of World War I 

•	 sequence key events or developments in that campaign

•	 provide details about Australia’s involvement in the course of the campaign. 

Students complete this task over a two week period and were able to choose how to present their findings, for example 

through a timeline, photo story, written text.

For those students who chose a timeline, they were not required to develop it to scale.
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HistoryHistory

Annotations
Uses a timeline to illustrate periods of time and their duration.

Provides the time frame for World War I.

 Places the Gallipoli campaign in the context of World War I.

Sequences events and developments in that campaign, including Australia’s 
involvement.

Work sample 5:  
Timeline – World War 1 and the Gallipoli campaign 


