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National Report on Schooling in Australia 2012

Overview

The National Report on Schooling in Australia 2012 is the annual report on Australia’s school
education sector. It is produced by the Australian Curriculum, Assessment and Reporting
Authority (ACARA) on behalf of the Education Council."

The report highlights progress in 2012 towards the Melbourne Declaration on Educational
Goals for Young Australians agreed by Australian Education Ministers in 2008 and on
Council of Australian Governments (COAG) initiatives for school education through the
National Education Agreement (NEA).

The National Report on Schooling addresses the eight areas of commitment to action
specified in the Melbourne Declaration. It describes the national policy and reporting context
for school education in Australia, outlines nationally agreed policy initiatives and reports
against the nationally agreed key performance measures for schooling including enrolment,
attendance, student achievement in national assessments and transitions to further
education and work. These include key performance measures reflecting the educational
goals for young Australians and measures reflecting COAG targets and indicators drawn
from the performance reporting framework of the NEA.

Under the NEA, which came into effect in January 20092, the Australian state, territory and
federal governments agreed to streamlined and consistent reports on national progress
including the continued publication of an annual national report on the outcomes of
schooling in Australia.

A variety of other statistical information on Australian schooling in 2012 and for the five-year
period 2008-12 is included in the Additional Statistics tables.

This is the fourth annual National Report on Schooling in Australia to address the Melbourne
Declaration and the NEA.

The report has been compiled by ACARA as required under its charter. The National
Report on Schooling in Australia 2009, 2010 and 2011 are available on the ACARA
website. Editions prior to 2009 are available on the SCSEEC website.

' The (COAG) Education Council replaced the Standing Council on School Education and Early Childhood (SCSEEC) in

July 2014. SCSEEC replaced the former Ministerial Council for Education, Early Childhood Development and Youth Affairs
(MCEECDYA) as the Ministerial Council with responsibility for schooling in Australia in January 2012. In this report,

references to the council of Australian Education Ministers in 2012 are to SCSEEC. Historical references are to MCEECDYA,
or to its predecessor until July 2009, the Ministerial Council on Education, Employment, Training and Youth Affairs (MCEETYA).
2 A review of the National Education Agreement performance framework was undertaken in 2012 and a revised

agreement to reflect the outcomes of the review came into effect in July 2012. References and links to the NEA in

this report are to the revised agreement.
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Part 1
National policy context

Overview

Within Australia's federal system, constitutional responsibility for school education rests
predominantly with the Australian States and Territories.” The six State and two Territory
governments and the Australian Government have cooperated to develop and work towards
agreed goals for improving the educational outcomes for all young Australians.

In Australia, joint decisions on shared priorities and agreed national initiatives are made
through intergovernmental policy councils. For education in 2012, these councils are the
Standing Council on School Education and Early Childhood (SCSEEC), the Standing
Council on Tertiary Education, Skills and Employment (SCOTESE), and the Council of
Australian Governments (COAG).

SCSEEC

The COAG Standing Council on School Education and Early Childhood (SCSEEC) was
established in January 2012, replacing the previous Ministerial Council for Education, Early
Childhood Development and Youth Affairs (MCEECDYA) as the Ministerial Council with
responsibility for schooling.?

Membership of the Council comprises State, Territory, Australian Government and New
Zealand Ministers with responsibility for the portfolios of school education, early childhood
development and youth affairs.

SCSEEC'’s areas of responsibility include:

e primary and secondary education

¢ youth affairs and youth policy

e cross-sectoral matters including transitions and careers

o early childhood development including early childhood education and care.

SCSEEC provides a forum through which strategic policy on school education and early
childhood development can be coordinated at the national level and is responsible for
overseeing progress towards the Melbourne Declaration on the Educational Goals for Young
Australians.

SCOTESE

The COAG Standing Council on Tertiary Education, Skills and Employment (SCOTESE) is
responsible for higher education, vocational education and training, international education,
adult and community education and employment. Its membership comprises Ministers
responsible for these portfolios in all jurisdictions.

" New South Wales (NSW), Victoria (Vic.), Queensland (Qld), South Australia (SA), Western Australia (WA),
Tasmania (Tas.), Northern Territory (NT) and Australian Capital Territory (ACT).

2 In this report, contemporary references to the council of Australian Education Ministers are to SCSEEC.
Historical references are to MCEECDYA, or to its predecessor until July 2009, the Ministerial Council on
Education, Employment, Training and Youth Affairs (MCEETYA). In July 2014 SCSEEC was replaced by the
COAG Education Council.
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COAG

The Council of Australian Governments (COAG) is the peak intergovernmental forum in
Australia. Its members are the Prime Minister, State Premiers, Territory Chief Ministers and
the President of the Australian Local Government Association.

COAG’s National Education Agreement includes a set of nationally agreed objectives,
outcomes, targets and performance indicators to guide education reform across the country.
It is one of six national agreements which seek to drive COAG’s national reform agenda and
to improve service delivery across the country.

SCSEEC and SCOTESE are standing councils of COAG.
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National policy context

1.1 Educational goals

The Melbourne Declaration on Educational Goals for Young Australians'sets the directions
for Australian schooling for the ten-year period 2009-18 agreed by all Australian Education
Ministers.

The Melbourne Declaration has two overarching educational goals? for young Australians:
Goal 1 Australian schooling promotes equity and excellence

Goal 2  All young Australians become successful learners, confident and creative
individuals, and active and informed citizens.

Commitment to Action

The Melbourne Declaration includes a Commitment to Action in eight interrelated areas in

order to support the achievement of the educational goals:

e developing stronger partnerships

e supporting quality teaching and school leadership

e strengthening early childhood education

e enhancing middle years development

e supporting senior years of schooling and youth transitions

e promoting world-class curriculum and assessment

e improving educational outcomes for Indigenous youth and disadvantaged
young Australians, especially those from low socioeconomic backgrounds

e strengthening accountability and transparency.

The Melbourne Declaration was supported by its companion document, the MCEETYA four-
year plan 2009—2012, which identified key strategies that Australian governments agreed to
undertake in each area of action. This was aligned with key Council of Australian
Governments (COAG) and other national agreements. Progress in implementing these
strategies in 2012 is outlined in Part 2: National initiatives and achievements.

National Education Agreement

The Council of Australian Governments (COAG) National Education Agreement (NEA)?
articulates the shared objective of Australian governments that all Australian school students
acquire the knowledge and skills to participate effectively in society and employment in a
globalised economy.

The agreement sets out conditions for the provision of Commonwealth school education
funding to the Australian states and territories for the period 2009-13. It details the roles and

' The Melbourne Declaration on Educational Goals for Young Australians (2008) replaced the National Goals for
Schooling in the Twenty-First Century (the Adelaide Declaration, agreed in 1999), which itself superseded the
original National Goals for Schooling in Australia (Hobart Declaration, agreed in 1989).

2 For a full explanation of the goals, see the Melbourne Declaration, pp. 6-9.

® References and links to the National Education Agreement in this report are to the revised agreement, which
came into effect in July 2012.

National Report on Schooling in Australia 2012 4


http://scseec.edu.au/site/DefaultSite/filesystem/documents/Reports%20and%20publications/Publications/National%20goals%20for%20schooling/National_Declaration_on_the_Educational_Goals_for_Young_Australians.pdf
http://scseec.edu.au/site/DefaultSite/filesystem/documents/Reports%20and%20publications/Publications/National%20goals%20for%20schooling/MCEETYA_Four_Year_Plan_(2009-2012).pdf
http://scseec.edu.au/site/DefaultSite/filesystem/documents/Reports%20and%20publications/Publications/National%20goals%20for%20schooling/MCEETYA_Four_Year_Plan_(2009-2012).pdf
http://www.federalfinancialrelations.gov.au/content/npa/education/national-agreement.pdf

Australian Curriculum, Assessment and Reporting Authority

responsibilities of the Australian Government and the states and territories, and a framework
for performance reporting. These, along with agreed policy and reform directions, are
designed to contribute to the following outcomes:

all children are engaged in, and benefiting from, schooling

young people are meeting basic literacy and numeracy standards, and
overall levels of literacy and numeracy achievement are improving
Australian students excel by international standards

schooling promotes social inclusion and reduces the educational
disadvantage of children, especially Indigenous children

young people make a successful transition from school to work and
further study.

The performance reporting framework agreed by all governments includes the following
elements:

streamlined and consistent reports on national progress, including an annual
national report on the outcomes of schooling in Australia (the National
Report on Schooling in Australia — this report) and the biennial COAG report
Overcoming Indigenous Disadvantage: Key Indicators

national reporting on performance of individual schools to inform parents and
carers and for evaluation by governments of school performance with details
as agreed by SCSEEC in March 2009

provision by schools of plain language student reports to parents and carers
and an annual report made publicly available to their school community on
the school’s achievements and other contextual information.

Under the provisions of the Schools Assistance Act 2008 and regulations, the accountability
framework for non-government schools and school systems is consistent with that of the
NEA for the government school sector.

Achievement in 2012 against the NEA outcomes and indicators is reported in Education in
Australia 2012: Five Years of Performance — Report to the Council of Australian
Governments by the COAG Reform Council (CRC).
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National policy context
1.2 Measuring and reporting performance

The Measurement Framework for Schooling in Australia

The Measurement Framework for Schooling in Australia 2012 provides the basis for national
reporting on the performance of schooling in Australia, as agreed by Education Ministers,
and is the focus of the statistical data included in this report.

The Measurement Framework for Schooling in Australia 2012 defines national key
performance measures (KPMs) for schooling, specifies the data sources for the key
performance measures and outlines the reporting cycle for the period 2012—-17. The
framework was revised during 2012 and the revised document replaces the Measurement
Framework for Schooling in Australia 2010.

The framework is maintained by the Australian Curriculum, Assessment and Reporting
Authority (ACARA) on behalf of the Standing Council on School Education and Early
Childhood (SCSEEC) and is published on the ACARA website. It is periodically revised by
ACARA in consultation with jurisdictions and sectors.

Key performance measures

By intent, the KPMs contained in the measurement framework are:

¢ strategic measures that provide nationally comparable data on aspects of
performance critical to monitoring progress against the Melbourne Declaration

e focused on student participation, achievement and attainment

e based on sound and reliable assessment practice

e supportive of open and transparent reporting

¢ relevant and of interest to the public

o cost-effective, practical to collect, and take account of the burden and impact
that data collection may place on students, schools and schooling systems.

The agreed areas of performance monitoring for which KPMs have been developed and
approved are:

Participation:

e enrolment in school

o student attendance

 participation in National Assessment Program (NAP) assessments

o participation of young people in vocational education and training (VET) including
VET in Schools

e participation by young people in other learning pathways;

Achievement in the National Assessment Program (NAP) in:
o literacy

e numeracy

e civics and citizenship

National Report on Schooling in Australia 2012 6
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ICT literacy
e science literacy;

Attainment:

school completion and attainment

attainment of young people in other learning pathways.

For national reporting purposes, measures of equity are derived by disaggregating
KPMs for student participation, achievement and attainment by Indigenous status, sex,
geolocation, socioeconomic status and language background, where it is possible and
appropriate to do so.

Policy and reporting framework

The key national school education policy documents and reports including the Melbourne
Declaration, the National Education Agreement (NEA), the Measurement Framework for
Schooling in Australia and the National Report on Schooling in Australia relate to and
reinforce each other. Their relationships and roles in policy formation, reporting, evaluation
and review are summarised in Figure 1.1.

| National priorities/commitments | | Key policy documents and reports |

National Curriculum
(ACARA)

National Assessment

_ Policy formation

%

1. Melbourne
Declaration
(SCSEEC)
National goals and
commitments to action

3. Measurement

Framework
(SCSEEC delegated to ACARA)
Sets key performance
measures (KPMs)

1a Ministers’ 4-Year Plan
!

(ACARA)

eaching & Leadership

(AITSL) «

Y

Accountability/My School \J
’ (ACARA) 2. National Education
Agreement (NEA)

4. National Report

: : - 2a. Schools on Schoolin
National Partnerships ™ Assistance Act (SCSEEC delagated mA%ARA)
(DEEWR) (COAG) Reportson 1,2 & 3

Outcomes and indicators

— Equity/Closing the Gap ~<+—— 7y v
\ 4

5. NEA reports
(COAG Reform Council (CRC})

Policy formation

Reporting/evaluation/policy review:

Figure 1.1 National school education policy and reporting framework

The Measurement Framework incorporates national key performance measures arising from
the Melbourne Declaration goals and commitment to action, and key performance measures
reflecting COAG targets and indicators drawn from the performance reporting framework of
the NEA.

The performance reporting framework of the NEA includes an annual national report on the
outcomes of schooling in Australia (the National Report on Schooling) covering the
Melbourne Declaration and the Measurement Framework. The Measurement Framework is
included as a schedule of the NEA.
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The National Report on Schooling reports on national initiatives and achievements arising
from the Melbourne Declaration and is the main vehicle for reporting the key performance
measures defined in the Measurement Framework.

The COAG Reform Council (CRC) reports publicly and to COAG on performance against the

objective and outcomes of the NEA. CRC reports cover NEA targets and indicators which
are also reflected in the KPMs in the Measurement Framework.
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Part 2

National initiatives and achievements

Overview

This section outlines key national strategies designed to address the Commitment to Action
made by Australian Education Ministers in the Melbourne Declaration on Educational Goals
for Young Australians, together with initiatives for education agreed by the Council of
Australian Governments (COAG), in particular through the National Education Agreement
(NEA). It also reports on the implementation of these initiatives in 2012.

In this context, national initiatives are defined as those in which states, territories and the
Australian Government are working together, at a national level, to progress their joint
commitments.

States and territories are also committed to progressing work towards the educational goals
for young Australians, and COAG targets and indicators specified in the NEA, on an individual
basis. Information on the implementation of these programs within jurisdictions is available

on state and territory education authority websites.
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National initiatives and achievements
2.1 Developing stronger partnerships

Australian governments have committed to working with all school sectors to ensure that
schools engage young Australians, parents, carers, families, other education and training
providers, business and the broader community to support students’ progress through
schooling, and to provide them with rich learning, personal development and citizenship
opportunities (Melbourne Declaration on Educational Goals for Young Australians 2008).

Following this commitment, states and territories have worked on an individual basis to
establish:
¢ school-based partnerships with parents, carers and families; with local
community groups; with Indigenous communities and between schools
e system-based partnerships with business, higher education, government
agencies and others.

Through the Council of Australian Governments (COAG), the Australian Government and
state and territory governments also entered into a set of formal national partnership
agreements. These are outlined below.

Smarter Schools National Partnerships

National partnership agreements for:

e Improving Teacher Quality

e Education in Low Socio-economic Status School Communities

e Literacy and Numeracy

have contributed to achieving objectives, outcomes and targets for schooling outlined in the
National Education Agreement (NEA). In addition to the Australian Government funding shown
below, states and territories contribute to the implementation of national partnerships in money
terms and in kind. Participation by non-government schools in these partnerships has been
determined through collaboration between the non-government sectors and state and territory
governments.

Improving Teacher Quality

Under the Teacher Quality National Partnership (2008—09 to 2012—-13), governments and
school sectors have implemented a range of reforms that aim to attract, train, place, develop
and retain quality teachers and leaders in Australia’s schools. Commonwealth funding of
$550 million was committed to this partnership over the five-year period. Achievements
include the establishment of the Australian Institute for Teaching and School Leadership,
and the development and adoption of the Australian Professional Standards for Teachers.
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Further information on this partnership is included in Part 2.2: National initiatives and
achievements — supporting quality teaching and school leadership.

Low Socio-economic Status School Communities

Through the Low Socio-economic Status School Communities National Partnership
(2008-09 to 2014-15), participating schools are working with local communities and
education authorities to improve educational outcomes for disadvantaged students, including
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander students, students from non-English speaking
backgrounds and students with disabilities. Commonwealth funding of $1.5 billion has been
allocated to states and territories over the seven-year period, to be matched by state and
territory co-investment. Over the life of this national partnership, approximately 1,700
schools serving low socio-economic status communities have been targeted for support.
Activities focus on supporting student engagement and attendance through both whole-of-
school strategies and targeted intervention for particular groups. There has also been a
focus on the establishment of external partnerships with parents and organisations to
support student learning and wellbeing.

Further information on this initiative is included in Part 2.7: National initiatives and
achievements — improving educational outcomes for Indigenous youth and disadvantaged
young Australians.

Literacy and Numeracy

The $540 million Literacy and Numeracy National Partnership (2008-09 to 2011-12) aimed
to deliver sustained improvement in literacy and numeracy outcomes for students, especially
those needing support. Over the life of this national partnership, approximately 1,070
schools were targeted for support. Programs included individualised support for students
and targeted professional learning for school leaders and classroom teachers.

The Literacy and Numeracy National Partnership sponsored the development of Teach
Learn Share, an online database of effective strategies and approaches for improving
literacy and numeracy, submitted by teachers, professional associations, academics and
education authorities. Launched in June 2012, Teach Learn Share gives teachers access to
evidence-based research and to strategies and interventions that have worked in improving
student outcomes in other Australian schools and school systems.

The COAG Reform Council’s report to COAG: National Partnership Agreement on Literacy
and Numeracy: Performance report for 2011 was released on the Council’'s website in May
2012.

National Partnership Agreement on Youth Attainment and Transitions

The National Partnership on Youth Attainment and Transitions covering the period from

July 2009 to December 2013 aims to increase participation of young people in education and
training, increase attainment levels nationally and improve successful transitions from school.

Commonwealth funding of $706 million has been committed to this partnership over the life
of the agreement, including up to $100 million in reward funding made available to
jurisdictions on the achievement of agreed participation and attainment targets.
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In its report to COAG: National Partnership Agreement on Youth Attainment and
Transitions: Assessment of Attainment Target, the COAG Reform Council assessed the
performance up to 2012 of state and territory governments against targets for young people
attaining a Year 12 or equivalent qualification. This report, published in 2013, is available on
the Council’s website.

The national partnership includes the Compact with Young Australians and the
implementation of the National Youth Participation Requirement, which took effect nationally
in 2010. All states and territories have met their obligation to require young people to
complete at least Year 10 and then remain in full-time study or work, or a combination of
these, until age 17.

Programs implemented to support the achievement of this national partnership included
School Business Community Partnership Brokers and Youth Connections.

Further information on this partnership is included in Part 2.5: National initiatives and
achievements — supporting senior years of schooling and youth transitions.

National Partnership Agreement on Digital Education Revolution

This national partnership agreement was established to facilitate the implementation of the
Digital Education Revolution (DER). $2.1 billion was provided by the Australian
Government over six years, for new information and communication technology (ICT)
equipment in secondary schools, for enhancing teaching resources in ICT and for
providing technical advice and support to schools.

Further information on the Digital Education Revolution is provided in Part 2.5: National
initiatives and achievements — supporting senior years of schooling and youth transitions.

National Partnership Agreement on Rewards for Great Teachers

The Rewards for Great Teachers National Partnership (2011-12 to 2018-19) was
established in 2012 to implement the Australian Teacher Performance and Development
Framework and a nationally consistent assessment and certification process for teachers
performing at the higher levels of the Australian Professional Standards for Teachers.

National Partnership Agreement on Early Childhood Education

Through the National Partnership Agreement on Early Childhood Education, Commonwealth
and state and territory governments committed to ensuring that, by 2013, all children would
have access to a quality early childhood education program in the year before full-time
schooling. The Commonwealth allocated $970 million over five years towards the
implementation of this commitment. Of this funding, $955 million has been provided directly
to state and territory governments to support their implementation of universal access and
$15 million is being used to develop better data on early childhood education in Australia.

The national partnership has a particular emphasis on ensuring preschool education is
available to Indigenous and disadvantaged children and is linked to other elements of early
childhood education reform, including the Closing the Gap target and the Early Years
Learning Framework.
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State and territory annual reports for 2012 are available for viewing on the Department of
Education website.

National Partnership Agreement on Indigenous Early Childhood Development

Through the National Partnership Agreement on Indigenous Early Childhood Development,
the Australian Government has provided $292.6 million for the establishment of at least 35
Children and Family Centres across Australia by June 2014. The Children and Family
Centres deliver integrated services, including early childhood learning, child care and family
programs in areas where there is a demonstrated need for these services and a high
proportion of Indigenous children under five years of age.

National Partnership Agreement on the Nation Building and Jobs Plan — Building the
Education Revolution

In 2009, COAG agreed to the National Partnership Agreement on the Nation Building and
Jobs Plan: Building Prosperity for the Future and Supporting Jobs Now incorporating
Building the Education Revolution (BER). This agreement provided Commonwealth funding
for the BER program over four years and expired on 31 December 2012. The $16.2 billion
BER sought to provide economic stimulus through rapid construction and refurbishment of
school infrastructure and built learning environments. BER funding was allocated to nearly
24,000 projects in approximately 9,500 schools under the three elements of the BER.

Empowering Local Schools National Partnership Agreement

Through the Empowering Local Schools National Partnership, the Australian Government
provided $57.166 million to help enable principals, parents and school communities to
make decisions that suited the local context of their schools. Schools from all states and
territories participated.

This initiative focused on empowerment in:

e governance arrangements (including strategic planning, school operations
decision-making structures and processes)

o funding and infrastructure (including allocation of resources, infrastructure
management, planning and maintenance)

e workforce (including staffing profiles, recruitment, performance management).

National Report on Schooling in Australia 2012 13


http://education.gov.au/annual-reports-and-evaluation-reports-under-previous-national-partnership-agreement-early-childhood
http://education.gov.au/annual-reports-and-evaluation-reports-under-previous-national-partnership-agreement-early-childhood

Australian Curriculum, Assessment and Reporting Authority

National Report on Schooling in Australia 2012
National initiatives and achievements
2.2 Supporting quality teaching and school leadership

Australian governments are committed to working with all school sectors to attract, develop,
support and retain a high-quality teaching and school leadership workforce in Australian
schools (Melbourne Declaration 2008).

Among the key strategies in this area agreed by Education Ministers in 2008 were the
creation of new professional standards, a framework to guide professional learning for
teachers and school leaders, and national consistency in the registration of teachers.
Improved pay dispersion to reward quality teaching, improved in-school support for teachers
and leaders — particularly in disadvantaged Indigenous, rural/remote and hard-to-staff
schools — and joint engagement with higher education to provide improved pre-service
teacher education were other agreed strategies.

Australian Institute for Teaching and School Leadership

In 2012 the Australian Institute for Teaching and School Leadership (AITSL) continued to
provide national leadership for the Commonwealth, state and territory governments in
promoting excellence in the profession of teaching and school leadership. AITSL has
responsibility for professional standards and for fostering professional development for
teachers and school leaders. AITSL works collaboratively across jurisdictions and engages
with key professional bodies.

All states and territories will commence implementation of the Australian Professional
Standards for Teachers from 2013. The Australian Professional Standard for Principals
complements the professional standards for teachers and is supported by a clearinghouse
for school leaders which provides an interactive research repository and online tools. Both
standards support the commitment in the Melbourne Declaration and align with aspects of
the National Partnership on Improving Teacher Quality.

In 2012, AITSL conducted the second annual Australian Awards for Outstanding Teaching
and School Leadership.

Further information on the work AITSL is undertaking to support the teaching profession
is available on the AITSL website.

National Partnership Agreement on Improving Teacher Quality

Under the Smarter Schools — Improving Teacher Quality National Partnership, state and
territory governments have implemented a range of reforms to attract, train, place, develop
and retain quality teachers and leaders in schools and classrooms.

In May 2012, state and territory governments received more than $170 million in reward
payments under this partnership for their progress in implementing initiatives to lift teacher
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quality, provide professional development opportunities and attract high-quality candidates
into the profession.

Other key priorities in 2012 included the Rewards for Great Teachers National Partnership
and initiatives relating to the Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Education Action Plan
(2010-2014).

The Rewards for Great Teachers National Partnership (2011-12 to 2018—-19) was
established in 2012 to implement the Australian Teacher Performance and Development
Framework and a nationally consistent assessment and certification process for teachers
performing at the higher levels of the Australian Professional Standards for Teachers.

The More Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Teachers Initiative is aimed at structural
reform of the Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander school workforce. Teach Remote supports
strategies to develop a quality teacher workforce in remote communities including a teacher
incentive package, development of a national leadership capacity and pre-service and in-
service programs for teachers working with Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander English as
an Additional Language/Dialect students.
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2.3 Strengthening early childhood education’

Australian governments have committed to supporting the development and strengthening of
early childhood education, to provide every child with the opportunity for the best start in life
(Melbourne Declaration on Educational Goals for Young Australians 2008).

National Partnership Agreement on Early Childhood Education

Through the Council of Australian Governments (COAG) National Partnership Agreement on
Early Childhood Education, Commonwealth and state and territory governments committed
to ensuring that all children in the year before full-time schooling have access to a quality
early childhood education program, delivered by a university-trained early childhood teacher,
for 15 hours a week, 40 weeks a year.

The Commonwealth’s commitment of $970 million over the five years to 30 June 2013
included $955 million directly to states and territories to support their implementation of
universal access to early childhood education. Three million dollars each year (for five years)
was also set aside for research, data development and evaluation. The National Partnership
includes a specific focus on ensuring early childhood education is available to Indigenous
and disadvantaged children.

State and territory annual reports for 2012 under the National Partnership Agreement on
Early Childhood Education are available on the Australian Government Department of
Education website.

National Partnership Agreement on Indigenous Early Childhood Development

Under the National Partnership Agreement on Indigenous Early Childhood Development,
COAG agreed that at least 35 Children and Family Centres would be established across
Australia by June 2014. Locations for 38 centres were agreed, and $292.6 million allocated
to establish them.

The Children and Family Centres have been established in a mix of remote, regional and
urban locations. They are concentrated in areas where there is demonstrated need for these
services, high disadvantage and a high proportion of Indigenous children under five years of
age. The centres deliver integrated services, including early learning, child care and family
support programs.

National Partnership Agreement on the National Quality Agenda for Early Childhood
Education and Care

The National Partnership Agreement on the National Quality Agenda for Early Childhood
Education and Care contributes to improving outcomes for children attending education and

! Early childhood education refers to programs which children may undertake in the years before they commence
full-time schooling. In general, statistical and other information on early childhood education in Australia is not
reported in the National Report on Schooling in Australia.
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care services, including long day care, family day care, kindergarten/preschool? and outside
school hours care.

National Information Agreement on Early Childhood Education and Care

The National Information Agreement on Early Childhood Education and Care facilitates the
collection, sharing and reporting of early childhood education and care information. It was
developed in consultation with the Australian Government, states and territories, as well as
key data agencies. The agreement is a key element of the COAG monitoring and reporting
arrangements, especially for children in the year before school under the National
Partnership Agreement on Early Childhood Education, and for Indigenous children in that
age group, under the Closing the Gap agenda.

Further information on the commitment for strengthening early childhood education is
outside the scope of the National Report on Schooling in Australia but is available on the
Australian Department of Education website.

2In jurisdictions where preschool is currently delivered by government or non-government schools, there is an
option of administering the National Quality Framework for Early Childhood Education and Care through existing
government quality assurance processes with respect to preschools (National Partnership Agreement on the
National Quality Agenda for Early Childhood Education and Care, Appendix B-8.53).
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24 Enhancing middle years development

Australian governments are committed to working with all school sectors to ensure that
schools provide programs that are responsive to students’ developmental and learning
needs in the middle years, and which are challenging, engaging and rewarding (Melbourne
Declaration on Educational Goals for Young Australians 2008).

Jurisdictions are continuing to progress work in this area on an individual basis.

In addition, the Improving Teacher Quality National Partnership has supported a range of
strategies and actions for students in the middle years of schooling, including:
¢ developing teaching and learning approaches and innovative learning
technologies that respond to the needs and characteristics of this phase
of education
e providing relevant experiences, excursions and school-community links.

The Low Socio-economic Status School Communities National Partnership has also
assisted participating schools in engaging students in the middle years by providing support
that addresses their personal circumstances and local contexts.

More information on these partnerships is available in Part 2.1: National initiatives and
achievements — developing stronger partnerships.

The development and implementation of the Foundation to Year 10 Australian Curriculum is

also central to the provision of challenging, engaging and rewarding programs in the middle

years. This initiative is outlined in Part 2.6: National initiatives and achievements — promoting
world-class curriculum and assessment and on the ACARA Australian Curriculum website.
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25 Supporting senior years of schooling and youth transitions

Australian governments are committed to working with all school sectors to support the
senior years of schooling and the provision of high-quality pathways to facilitate effective
transitions between further study, training and employment (Melbourne Declaration 2008).

The Council of Australian Governments (COAG) has established targets to lift the Year 12 or
equivalent attainment rate. Specifically, COAG agreed to a target for 2015 that 90 per cent of
20 to 24-year-olds will have achieved Year 12 or equivalent or an Australian Qualifications
Framework (AQF) Certificate Il or above, and a target for 2020 that 90 per cent of 20 to
24-year-olds will have achieved Year 12 or equivalent or an AQF Certificate Ill or above.’

National Partnership on Youth Attainment and Transitions

To support achievement of the attainment targets, to increase the educational participation
and attainment of young people and to improve their transition to post-school education,
training and employment, COAG established the National Partnership on Youth Attainment
and Transitions which includes the Compact with Young Australians. This national
partnership runs from July 2009 to December 2013 and includes $708 million of project and
reward funding.

Compact with Young Australians

The Compact with Young Australians includes three components designed to promote skills

acquisition and ensure young people are ‘learning or earning’:

¢ A National Youth Participation Requirement, which requires all young people to participate
in schooling (or an approved equivalent) until they have completed Year 10, and then
participate full-time (at least 25 hours per week) in education, training or employment, or
a combination of these activities, until age 17. Similar requirements had been introduced
in Queensland, South Australia, Western Australia and Tasmania between 2006 and
2008, and, in 2010 the national participation requirement came into effect in New South
Wales, Victoria, the Australian Capital Territory and the Northern Territory. This extended
the period of compulsory education (or training) for young people in these jurisdictions,
and effectively raised the minimum school (or approved equivalent) leaving age. The
participation requirement raises expectations about the level of education and training
undertaken by Australia’s young people and makes those expectations consistent across
the country.

e Strengthened participation requirements for some types of income support, by which
people under 21 must have completed Year 12 or equivalent or be participating full-time
in education or training in order to be eligible for a government youth allowance.

e An entitlement to an education or training place for 15 to 24-year-olds.This expired in
December 2011, having been embedded in state and territory policies.

' The AQF is the national framework of qualifications in the school, vocational education and training (VET), and
higher education sectors in Australia. Certificate Il and Certificate Il are qualification levels within the AQF.
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Since the introduction of the compact, there have been substantial increases in the apparent
rates of student progression and retention to the later years of schooling and in the
proportion of 15 to 19-year-olds participating in education and training overall. These
developments are reported in Part 4.2: Student participation — progression and retention
and Part 6.2: Senior schooling and youth transitions — participation in education and work.

Under the National Partnership on Youth Attainment and Transitions, the Australian
Government is providing funding of $608 million over four years for improved youth
engagement, attainment and transition arrangements. This is made up of:

o $288 million to provide services through the Youth Connections program to
support young people at risk of not attaining Year 12 or an equivalent
qualification. Since 2010, more than 55,000 young people have received
support from Youth Connections and, of that number, over 30,000 have re-
engaged with education, training or employment.

e $183 million for the School Business Community Partnership Brokers
program, to improve community and business engagement with schools to
extend learning beyond the classroom. Partnership Brokers supports 1,450
partnerships involving 4,700 partners (schools, training providers, business
and industry community bodies, and parents and families).

e $106 million for states and territories to maximise engagement, attainment
and successful transitions through the areas of career development,
multiple learning pathways and mentoring.

e $30 million for national career development initiatives administered by the
Commonwealth.

Trade Training Centres in Schools Program

The Trade Training Centres in Schools Program is providing $2.5 billion in the period
2008-18 to enable secondary students in Years 9 to 12 to access vocational education and
training (VET) through new or upgraded trade training centres. More than $1.2 billion has
been approved for more than 370 centres involving over 1,060 secondary schools across
Australia.

This program supports and complements existing programs for VET in Schools and school-
based apprenticeships and traineeships operating in all states and territories. Under these
programs school students are able to combine school study with training towards an
accredited AQF VET qualification.

Digital Education Revolution

Ensuring learning in the senior years is supported by access to computers, online tools
and resources, and teaching expertise in using information and communication
technologies (ICT) is an agreed strategy for supporting senior schooling and youth
transitions under the Melbourne Declaration.
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Through the National Partnership Agreement on the Digital Education Revolution (DER), the
Australian Government is providing more than $2.1 billion over six years from 2008 to 2013
to:
e provide new ICT equipment for all secondary schools with students in Years

9 to 12 through the National Secondary Schools Computer Fund
e provide technical advice and support for national initiatives through the

National Schools Interoperability Program
e support the implementation of the Australian Curriculum through the

Australian Curriculum Connect project, enabling the use, sharing and

discovery of digital resources aligned with the new curriculum.

Career Development Resources

The Australian Blueprint for Career Development is a joint initiative of the Australian and
state and territory governments under SCSEEC, first published in 2008. It provides teachers,
careers advisers, employment service providers and other careers practitioners with a
nationally consistent framework for designing, implementing and evaluating career
development programs for young people and adults. The blueprint identifies the skills,
attitudes and knowledge that individuals need to make sound choices and to effectively
manage their careers. A review of the blueprint was conducted in 2012.

Another joint initiative of Education Ministers is Australia’s national career information and
exploration service, the myfuture website. The myfuture website helps school students and
others to make informed career decisions, plan career pathways and manage work
transitions. In 2012, an extensive consultation process to update the website and improve its
interactive functionality was begun.

Further information on senior schooling and transitions including the key performance
measures related to this commitment is in Part 6: Senior schooling and youth transitions.
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2.6 Promoting world-class curriculum and assessment

Australian governments are committed to working together with all school sectors to ensure
world-class curriculum and assessment for Australia at national and local levels (Melbourne
Declaration on Educational Goals for Young Australians 2008).

The Australian Curriculum, Assessment and Reporting Authority

The Australian Curriculum, Assessment and Reporting Authority (ACARA) is responsible for

the delivery of key national reforms in curriculum and assessment including:

¢ development of a rigorous, world-class national curriculum, which builds on
early childhood learning, from the first year of schooling to Year 12

o alignment between the Early Years Learning Framework and school-based
curriculum frameworks that relate to the early years of schooling

¢ development of plans to improve the capacity of schools to assess
student performance, and to link assessment to the national curriculum
where appropriate

e managing the development and overseeing the delivery of assessments
and reporting for the National Assessment Program (NAP), including
national tests in Literacy and Numeracy (NAPLAN) and sample
assessments in Science Literacy, Civics and Citizenship, and Information
and Communication Technology (ICT) Literacy.

ACARA is an independent statutory authority, established in December 2008 under the
Australian Curriculum, Assessment and Reporting Authority Act (2008) (the ACARA Act),
and is subject to the Commonwealth Authorities and Companies Act (1997).

ACARA is a cooperative enterprise between state and federal jurisdictions. It is responsible
to the Standing Council on School Education and Early Childhood (SCSEEC) and its
activities are jointly funded by Commonwealth, state and territory governments. The ACARA
Board comprises members nominated by Commonwealth, state and territory Education
Ministers, as well as the National Catholic Education Commission and the Independent
Schools Council of Australia.

The authority's work is carried out in collaboration with a wide range of stakeholders, including
teachers, principals, governments, state and territory education authorities, non-government
education authorities, professional education associations, community groups and the
general public.

ACARA:'s role in the reporting of educational information is outlined in Part 2.8: National initiatives
and achievements — strengthening accountability and transparency.

In terms of curriculum and assessment, the functions of ACARA, as provided in Section 6 of
the ACARA Act, are to:
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¢ develop and administer a national school curriculum, including content of
the curriculum and achievement standards, for school subjects specified
in the Charter’

¢ develop and administer national assessments

e provide school curriculum resource services

¢ provide information, resources, support and guidance to the teaching
profession.

The Australian Curriculum

Development of the Australian Curriculum from Foundation? to Year 12 (F-12) follows
ACARA'’s Curriculum Development Process and Curriculum Design papers. Each phase of
development involves substantial consultation with government and non-government
education authorities, professional associations, teachers, academics, business, industry
and parent and community groups across all states and territories, and comprehensive
review and revision processes. The overall development of the Australian Curriculum is
guided by the Shape of the Australian Curriculum, first published in 2009. The fourth
version, Shape of the Australian Curriculum v4.0, was published in 2012. Further information
on the curriculum development process is available on the ACARA website.

In 2010, Ministers approved the content of the Foundation to Year 10 Australian Curriculum

in English, mathematics, science and history, subject to the validation of achievement
standards. Revised achievement standards and refined curriculum content for F—10 English,
mathematics, science and history were approved by Ministers and published on the ACARA
website in 2011. Portfolios of student work for each of these subjects were also developed and
published.

Responsibility for implementing the Australian Curriculum lies with each state and territory.
Implementation of English, mathematics, science and history Australian Curriculum from
Foundation to Year 10 commenced in some jurisdictions in 2011 with substantial
implementation planned to occur by the end of 2013 in most states and territories.

In December 2012, Ministers endorsed the curricula for 14 senior secondary subjects for
English, mathematics, science and history as the agreed and common base for development
of state and territory senior secondary courses.

The second phase of the Australian Curriculum development involves the learning areas of
geography, languages and the arts. National consultation on the draft F—10 curriculum for
geography concluded in July 2012; for the arts, in September 2012; and for Chinese and
Italian languages, in December 2012.

Development of Australian Curriculum for other languages, technologies, health and physical
education, civics and citizenship, and economics and business was underway in 2012.

'SCSEEC determines the ACARA Charter and specifies the subjects for development within the Charter and
Letter of Expectations.

% The Foundation year is known as Preparatory in Victoria, Queensland and Tasmania, Kindergarten in New
South Wales and the Australian Capital Territory, Reception in South Australia, Pre-primary in Western Australia
and Transition in the Northern Territory.
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In addition to its focus on learning areas, the Australian Curriculum pays particular attention
to general capabilities. These encompass skills, behaviours and dispositions that students
develop and apply to content. The Australian Curriculum includes seven general capabilities:
literacy, numeracy, information and communication technology capability, critical and
creative thinking, personal and social capability, ethical understanding and intercultural
understanding. These are addressed in each learning area as appropriate.

The curriculum also gives special attention to three cross-curriculum priorities:
e Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander histories and cultures

e Asia and Australia’s engagement with Asia

e sustainability.

The Australian Curriculum Consultation portal allows stakeholders and the general public to
read and review draft curriculum materials as they become available.

Curriculum documents are progressively released on the ACARA Australian Curriculum
website.

School curriculum resource services and information and support to the teaching profession.
While implementation of the Australian Curriculum is a matter for each state and territory,
ACARA is continuing to work with states and territories to facilitate implementation. This
includes working with jurisdictions, non-government school sectors, other agencies and
professional associations to provide tools and resources to support schools, teachers and
the public in implementing and interacting with the Australian Curriculum.

Education Services Australia (ESA) is a ministerial company established by SCSEEC to
support delivery of national priorities in the school, training and higher education sectors.
A major function of ESA is to create, publish, disseminate and market curriculum and
assessment materials. ACARA collaborates with ESA regarding online resource discovery
and access, and with the_Australian Institute for Teaching and School Leadership (AITSL)
regarding professional learning requirements in relation to the Australian Curriculum.

To ensure the Australian Curriculum is accessible to all students, ACARA has published
advice under a new tab titled ‘Student Diversity’ on the Australian Curriculum website.

The National Assessment Program (NAP)

The National Assessment Program is an ongoing program of assessments to monitor
progress towards the Educational Goals for Young Australians. The NAP encompasses the
annual national literacy and numeracy tests (NAPLAN), three-yearly sample assessments in
science literacy, civics and citizenship, and information and communication technology (ICT)
literacy, and Australia’s participation in international assessments. In 2012 ACARA
undertook a review of the domestic sample assessments, and recommended to Ministers
that the current cycle of assessments continue until 2015, with further advice on the long-
term direction of the program to follow.
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e National Assessment Program — Literacy and Numeracy (NAPLAN)

NAPLAN is an annual assessment for students in Years 3, 5, 7 and 9 in Australia in the
areas of Reading, Writing, Language Conventions (spelling, punctuation and grammar) and
Numeracy (number; function and pattern; measurement, chance and data; and space).

NAPLAN tests were first conducted in 2008, replacing former state and territory based
literacy and numeracy tests. ACARA has been responsible for the development of and
overseeing the delivery of the NAPLAN tests from 2010.

Information on results of the 2012 NAPLAN tests, including the key performance measures
related to them, is included in Part 5.1: NAP — Literacy and Numeracy (NAPLAN).

The NAPLAN National Report for 2012 is published on the ACARA National Assessment
Program website. This report provides analyses of results including breakdowns by state
and territory, and student background characteristics, including sex, language background,
Indigenous status, geolocation and parental education and occupation. From 2011, these
aggregated NAPLAN results have also been available directly from the results pages of the
National Assessment Program website.

Further information about NAPLAN for parents, schools and students is also available on
this website. This information includes samples of the individual student reports that are
provided to all students who participate in the NAPLAN tests, and background information
about the NAPLAN tests. Average NAPLAN results for schools are also reported on the
My School website.

e The National Assessment Program — sample assessments

The national sample assessments test students’ skills and understanding in Science Literacy
(Year 6), Civics and Citizenship (Years 6 and 10) and Information and Communication
Technology (ICT) Literacy (Years 6 and 10). Selected groups of students in Years 6 and 10
participate in these sample assessments, which are held on a rolling three-yearly basis.

Sample assessments began in 2003 with Science Literacy, followed by Civics and
Citizenship in 2004 and ICT Literacy in 2005. The fourth Science Literacy assessment was
undertaken by a sample of Year 6 students in October 2012.

Information on results of the 2012 Science Literacy assessment, including the key
performance measures related to it, is included in Part 5.2: NAP: Science Literacy.

The public report on this sample assessment, NAP Science Literacy Year 6 Report 2012, is
available on the ACARA National Assessment Program website.

e National Assessment Program — international assessments

There are two NAP sample assessments conducted by international organisations that are
used as a basis for key performance measures in the Measurement Framework for
Schooling in Australia: the Programme for International Student Assessment (PISA) and
the Trends in International Mathematics and Science Study (TIMSS).
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PISA is conducted every three years by the Organisation for Economic Co-operation and
Development (OECD) and involves the assessment of a sample of 15-year-old students in
reading, mathematical and scientific literacy. The most recent PISA assessment was
conducted in 2012.

Information on results of the 2012 PISA assessment, including the key performance
measures related to it, is included in Part 5.3: Programme for International Student
Assessment. Reports and key findings from PISA 2012 are available on the Australian
Council for Educational Research (ACER) website.

TIMSS is a four-yearly international sample assessment of student achievement in
mathematics and science at Years 4 and 8 administered by the International Association for
the Evaluation of Educational Achievement (IEA). The most recent TIMSS assessment was
TIMSS 2011. Information on the performance of Australian students in TIMSS 2011 is
available on the ACER website.
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2.7 Improving educational outcomes for Indigenous' youth and disadvantaged
young Australians, especially those from low socio-economic backgrounds

The first goal of the Melbourne Declaration on Educational Goals for Young Australians is
that Australian schooling promotes equity and excellence.

Within the Melbourne Declaration, Education Ministers acknowledged that:

¢ educational outcomes for Indigenous children and young people are
substantially behind those of other students in key areas of enrolment,
attendance, participation, literacy, numeracy, retention and completion

¢ students from low socio-economic backgrounds, those from remote areas,
refugees, homeless young people, and students with disabilities often
experience educational disadvantage

o Australian governments must support all young Australians to achieve not
only equality of opportunity but also more equitable outcomes.

Ministers committed Australian governments to working with all school sectors to:
e ‘close the gap’ for young Indigenous Australians

e provide targeted support to disadvantaged students

e focus on school improvement in low socio-economic communities.

Agreed national strategies under the Melbourne Declaration include: the development of an
action plan to close the gap for Indigenous children and young people; providing increased
access to quality early childhood education programs for Indigenous children; supporting
coordinated community services for Indigenous students and their families; strengthening
school leadership and teaching in disadvantaged schools and generating meaningful
pathways for all disadvantaged students.

The Council of Australian Governments (COAG) has set targets to lift educational
attainment overall and to close the gap between the educational outcomes of Indigenous
and non-Indigenous students that are incorporated in the National Education Agreement.

These are to:
o lift the Year 12 or equivalent or Certificate Il attainment rate to 90 per cent by 2015
o lift the Year 12 or equivalent or Certificate Il attainment rate to 90 per cent by 2020
¢ halve the gap between Indigenous and non-Indigenous students in reading,

writing and numeracy by 2018
¢ atleast halve the gap between Indigenous and non-Indigenous students’ Year

12 or equivalent attainment rates by 2020.

' The Melbourne Declaration and national data collections use the term ‘Indigenous’ to refer to Australia’s
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people. Where possible, this report uses ‘Aboriginal and Torres Strait
Islander’ in preference to the term ‘Indigenous’.
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Progress towards these targets is discussed in Part 6.3: Senior school and transitions —
attainment and Part 7: Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander education.

COAG has also set a target to ensure access to early childhood education for all
Indigenous four-year-olds in remote communities by 2013.

Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander youth

State and territory governments, non-government education authorities and Aboriginal and
Torres Strait Islander communities are working in collaboration to close the gap between the
outcomes of schooling for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander and non-Indigenous
students.

The Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Education Action Plan 2010-2014 was developed
as a commitment under the Melbourne Declaration and as part of the COAG reform agenda
to improve life outcomes for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Australians. The plan was
approved by Education Ministers in 2010 and endorsed by COAG in 2011.

The plan focuses on six priority areas identified as having the greatest impact on closing the
gap:

¢ readiness for school

e engagement and connections

e attendance

e literacy and numeracy

¢ leadership, quality teaching and workforce development

¢ pathways to real post-school options.

The action plan endeavours to bring together existing commitments made through key
reforms including the National Indigenous Reform Agreement (NIRA) and the National
Education Agreement and builds on commitments by governments for structural and
innovative reforms in early childhood education, schooling and youth engagement.

Funding of the plan is a shared responsibility of participating education providers and the
Australian Government, which committed $128.6 million over the period 2010-14 to a range
of measures in the action plan.

Under the Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Education Action Plan, Education Ministers
agreed to identify a key group of focus schools as sites for specific action. The Investing in
Focus Schools project is a $40 million initiative over two years from 2012. Funding was
provided as a one-off payment to states and territories under a project agreement. The
initiative supports approximately 300 government and non-government schools (selected by
states and territories) to complement and accelerate implementation of local actions in the
‘Engagement and connections’, ‘Attendance’ and ‘Literacy and numeracy’ domains of the
action plan.

The Next Steps Focus Schools Initiative is an Australian Government commitment of $30

million under the Indigenous Education (Targeted Assistance) Act 2000. The funding, over
two years finishing in 2014, aims to directly assist 101 schools (selected by states and
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territories) in lifting the attendance, engagement and educational achievement of Aboriginal
and Torres Strait Islander students.

Annual reports for 2012, 2011 and 2010 on progress against the Aboriginal and Torres Strait
Islander Education Action Plan 2010-2014 are available on the SCSEEC website.

Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander students have also benefited from the national
partnership agreements in Literacy and Numeracy, Low Socio-economic Status School
Communities, Improving Teacher Quality and Youth Attainment and Transitions. These
agreements are for all Australians, but have Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander specific
measures. More information on these partnerships is included in Part 2.1: National initiatives
— developing stronger partnerships.

More information on initiatives for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander youth is available in
the annual reports on the action plan and the Australian Government’s Indigenous website.
Information on schooling for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander students in 2012, including
relevant key performance measures and performance indicators under the action plan is
provided in Part 7: Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander education.

Low socio-economic status school communities

All governments have agreed that they have mutual interest in and shared responsibility for
improving educational outcomes in low socio-economic status (SES) school communities
and in supporting reforms in the way schooling is delivered to those communities.

The National Partnership for Low Socio-economic Status School Communities facilitates a
range of school-level and broader reforms addressing educational disadvantage associated
with low socio-economic status school communities including:
e incentives to attract high-quality principals and teachers
¢ more flexible management and staffing arrangements
¢ more flexible school operational arrangements
e innovative and tailored learning opportunities for students
¢ strengthened school accountability to parents and the community
e external partnerships with parents, schools, businesses and local
communities.

Commonwealth funding of $1.5 billion is being provided to states and territories over a
seven-year period, to be matched by state and territory co-investment. Over the life of this
national partnership, approximately 1,700 schools serving low socio-economic status
communities will be targeted for support. This national partnership is supporting student
engagement and attendance through whole-of-school strategies as well as targeted
intervention for particular cohorts, including Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander students,
students from a non-English speaking background and students with disabilities. There has
been a strong focus on the establishment of external partnerships with parents and
organisations to support student learning and wellbeing.

The needs of students from low socio-economic backgrounds (whether or not they attend a
school participating in the Low Socio-economic Status School Communities National
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Partnership), as well as those experiencing other forms of educational disadvantage, are
also addressed in the national partnerships for Literacy and Numeracy and for Improving
Teacher Quality. Further information on these partnerships is included in Part 2.1: National
initiatives and achievements — developing stronger partnerships.

The National Partnership on Youth Attainment and Transitions, including the Compact with
Young Australians and the National Youth Participation Requirement, works to address
outcomes for educationally disadvantaged young Australians. In particular, the Youth
Connections program provides an individualised and responsive service to support those
most at risk of disengaging from education, including Aboriginal and Torres Strait
Islander young people. These initiatives are outlined in Part 2.5: National initiatives and
achievements — supporting senior years of schooling and youth transitions.
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