
Achievement 
Standard

Foundation Year 1 Year 2 Year 3

By the end of Foundation 
Year, students describe the 
features of familiar places and 
recognise why some places 
are special to people. They 
recognise that places can be 
represented on maps and 
a globe and why places are 
important to people.

Students observe the familiar 
features of places and 
represent these features 
and their location on 
pictorial maps and models. 
They share and compare 
observations in a range 
of texts and use everyday 
language to describe 
direction and location. 
Students reflect on their 
learning to suggest ways they 
can care for a familiar place.

By the end of Year 1, students 
identify and describe the natural, 
managed and constructed 
features of places at a local 
scale and identify where features 
of places are located. They 
recognise that people describe 
the features of places differently. 
Students identify changes in 
features and describe how to 
care for places.

Students respond to 
questions about familiar and 
unfamiliar places by locating 
and interpreting information 
from sources provided. They 
represent the location of different 
places and their features on 
labelled maps and present 
findings in a range of texts 
and use everyday language to 
describe direction and location. 
They reflect on their learning to 
suggest ways that places can 
be cared for.

By the end of Year 2, students 
identify the features that define 
places and recognise that places 
can be described at different scales. 
Students recognise that the world can 
be divided into major geographical 
divisions. They describe how people in 
different places are connected to each 
other and identify factors that influence 
these connections. They explain 
why places are important to people, 
recognising that places have meaning.

Students pose questions about 
familiar and unfamiliar places and 
answer them by locating information 
from observations and from sources 
provided. They represent data and the 
location of places and their features 
in tables, plans and on labelled maps. 
They interpret geographical information 
to draw conclusions. Students present 
findings in a range of texts and use 
simple geographical terms to describe 
the direction and location of places. 
They suggest action in response to the 
findings of their inquiry

By the end of Year 3, students describe the 
location of the states and territories of Australia, 
the location of selected Aboriginal and Torres 
Strait Islander Countries/Places and selected 
countries neighbouring Australia. They describe the 
characteristics of different places at local scales 
and identify and describe similarities and differences 
between the characteristics of these places. They 
identify connections between people and the 
characteristics of places and recognise that people 
have different perceptions of places. 

Students pose geographical questions and locate 
and collect information from different sources to 
answer these questions. They record and represent 
data in tables and simple graphs and the location 
of places and their characteristics on labelled 
maps that use the cartographic conventions of 
legend, title and north point. They describe the 
location of places and their features using simple 
grid references and cardinal compass points. 
Students interpret geographical data to identify 
and describe distributions and draw conclusions. 
They present findings using simple geographical 
terminology in a range of texts. They reflect on their 
learning to suggest individual action in response to a 
geographical challenge.

Geography: Sequence of Achievement F-6/7 
This Sequence of Achievement provides the achievement standard at each year level for the geography sub-strand of the F-6/7 Humanities and Social Sciences subject. 
A Sequence of Achievement for the F-6/7 Humanities and Social Sciences subject is provided as a separate document. 



Achievement 
Standard

Year 4 Year 5 Year 6

By the end of Year 4, students describe the 
location of selected countries using compass 
direction. They describe and compare the 
characteristics of places in different locations 
at local to national scales. They identify the 
interconnections between components of the 
environment and between people and the 
environment. Students recognise the importance 
of the environment and identify different possible 
responses to a geographical challenge. 
 
Students develop geographical questions to 
investigate and locate, collect and sort information 
and data from different sources to answer these 
questions. They record and represent data and 
the location of places and their characteristics 
in simple graphic forms, including large-scale 
maps that use the cartographic conventions 
of scale, legend, title and north point. They 
describe the location of places and their features 
using grid references and compass direction. 
Students interpret geographical data to identify 
spatial distributions and simple patterns and 
draw conclusions. They present findings using 
geographical terminology in a range of texts. They 
propose individual action in response to a local 
geographical challenge and identify some possible 
effects of their proposed action

By the end of Year 5, students describe the location 
of selected countries in relative terms. They explain 
the characteristics of places in different locations at 
local to national scales. They identify and describe the 
interconnections between people and the human and 
environmental characteristics of places, and between 
components of environments. They identify the effects of 
these interconnections on the characteristics of places 
and environments. They identify and describe different 
possible responses to a geographical challenge. 

Students develop appropriate geographical questions 
for an investigation. They locate, collect and organise 
data and information from a range of sources to 
answer inquiry questions. They represent data and the 
location of places and their characteristics in graphic 
forms, including large-scale and small-scale maps that 
use the cartographic conventions of border, scale, 
legend, title and north point. They describe the location 
of places and their characteristics using compass 
direction and distance. Students interpret maps, 
geographical data and other information to identify 
and describe spatial distributions, simple patterns 
and trends, and suggest conclusions. They present 
findings and ideas using geographical terminology in a 
range of communication forms. They propose action in 
response to a geographical challenge and identify the 
possible effects of their proposed action.

By the end of Year 6, students describe the location 
of places in selected countries in absolute and 
relative terms. They describe and explain the diverse 
characteristics of places in different locations from local 
to global scales. They describe the interconnections 
between people in different places, identify factors that 
influence these interconnections and describe how 
interconnections change places and affect people. 
They identify and compare different possible responses 
to a geographical challenge. 

Students develop appropriate geographical questions 
to frame an inquiry. They locate, collect and organise 
useful data and information from primary and 
secondary sources. They record and represent data 
and the location of places and their characteristics 
in different graphic forms, including large-scale and 
small-scale maps that use cartographic conventions 
of border, source, scale, legend, title and north point. 
Students interpret maps, data and other information 
to identify, describe and compare spatial distributions, 
patterns and trends, to infer relationships and to draw 
conclusions. They present findings and ideas using 
geographical terminology and digital technologies in a 
range of communication forms. They propose action in 
response to a geographical challenge and describe the 
probable effects of their proposal.

For Year 7 Geography achievement standard please refer to the Year 7 to 10 Geography curriculum.

Geography: Sequence of Achievement F-6/7 




